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2019 ANNUAL REPORT
REALTORS® Give Back
REALTORS® Charitable Foundation has made a difference by awarding more than
$450,000 in grants within our service area. Some of the organizations served by our
efforts include Spare Key, Minnesota Housing Partnership, The Link, Saint Paul Council
of Churches, Rondo Community Land Trust, Harriet Tubman Center, Hope 4 Youth,
Upwardly Global, Solid Ground, Jeremiah Program, 360 Communities, Habitat for
Humanity, East Side Neighborhood Development Corporation, Housing Our Heroes,
Rebuilding Together Twin Cities and Meals from the Heart.
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We are dedicated to building Better Communities.

Great River Greening Lilydale Restoration Project
The REALTORS® Charitable Foundation
partnered with Great River Greening
for a project this fall helping to restore
16 acres of the Lilydale Bluffs area. The
Foundation’s grant of $50,000 allowed

for a fast track removal of the invasive
buckthorn on a critical piece of land
where significant erosion and landslides
had occurred. On October 5, REALTORS®
and community volunteers planted 8,000
native plants to assist in stabilizing the
hillside and create a better experience
for both park visitors and area residents.
In addition to providing a safer environment for the estimated 550,000 visitors
to the Lilydale Regional Park, the work
completed will improve the water quality
of the runoff reaching the Mississippi River. Healthy parks tend to have a positive
impact on property values in the area.

Rondo Center for Diverse Expression
Last year a grant from SPAAR assisted
Rondo Avenue Inc. with the purchase of
a church at 315 Fisk Street next to the
Rondo Plaza in St. Paul. This year’s grant
of $50,000 assists with the renovations
on the inside to make it the Rondo Center
for Diverse Expression, a meeting and
gathering place plus a museum so the
community can continue to learn from
the past and work together to help
communities of color realize their dream
of homeownership.

Marvin Anderson, Chair of the Rondo
Avenue Inc. Board of Directors. “When
the renovations are completed, the
Rondo Center will become an essential
part of building a place of meaning, of
memory, of reflection, of laughter and
of hope. A space that serves as a beacon
that reminds us of what we were, what
challenges we still face, and point us
toward what we can become.”

“This wonderful gift will enable us to
realize our vision to construct a space
for contemplation, education, inspiration
and to encourage visitors to explore
some of the major events in the history
of the Rondo neighborhood,” said
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Community Grants
$450,000 Given Since 1988

SPAAR Hero Sponsorships
The REALTORS® Charitable Foundation
supports SPAAR members who
embody the mission of building Better
Communities. By becoming a sponsor for
the SPAAR Hero program, the Foundation
was able to partner with SPAAR's
Community Engagement Committee
to shine a light on the many good
things REALTORS® are doing in their
communities.

SPAAR Hero is not only an opportunity
to recognize members of the Saint Paul
Association of REALTORS®, but it is also
an opportunity to draw attention to
nonprofits that are making a difference.
SPAAR members are recognized
throughout the year for their community
involvement and the non-profit or cause
of their choice receives a check for $250
made possible by the Foundation’s
sponsorship.
Congratulations to the 2019 SPAAR Heroes:
Zach Duckworth, The Chris Fritch Team,
Amy Geislinger, Susan Gonyea, Robbie
Grossman, Mary Knudsen, Sandy Maxwell,
Sue Nichols, and Scott Rehovsky!

Scholarship Program
In addition to community grants, the
REALTORS® Charitable Foundation also
provides scholarships to students who
are part of our member families. Thanks
to your generosity, another $10,000
in scholarships was awarded in 2019
bringing the total to nearly $50,000 since
2012.

“Thank you for supporting me as I finish out my
pharmacy school career. It is so encouraging to be
influenced by leaders of kindness and generosity.
SPAAR is truly a leader of this in our community!”
~ Madeleine Grant

Congratulations to the 2019 recipients:
Madeleine, Celina, Hannah, Pierce, and
Carin!
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Student Scholarships
$50,000 Given Since 2012

About Us

Our Vision for 2020

The REALTORS® Charitable Foundation
coordinates charitable giving programs
on behalf of SPAAR’s 7,400+ members.
Guided by a volunteer Board of
Directors, this independent foundation
is built through gifts from members and
corporations, as well as supported with
fundraising events throughout the year.

The REALTORS® Charitable Foundation
works to improve the quality of life
within communities where members
live and work. We are dedicated to
building Better Communities through
the Foundation's pillars of Community,
Housing, Education, and Fundraising.

For more information or to donate,
please visit www.RealtorsCharitable.org
or call (651) 776-6000.
Follow REALTORS® Charitable
Foundation on Facebook to stay up
to date on coming special events and
fundraising activities!

2020 will be full of special events
including the annual Spaghetti Dinner in
late October, and a new family-friendly
summer event! Additionally, SPAAR's
Affiliate Committee will once again be
hosting two fundraising events to benefit
the REALTORS® Charitable Foundation.
Cheers for Charity will be held at a local
brewery in the spring and the Wine &
Dine Experience will be held in the fall.

2019 Board of Directors
John Fridlington, Staff Liaison
Amy Peterson, President
Brianne Lawrence, Vice President
Man Huynh, Secretary/Treasurer
Mark Espersen, Member
Christopher Jensen, Member
Shelly Johnson, Member
David May, Member
Patrick Ruble, Member
William Schwietz, Member
Jeffrey Sundsmo, Member
Dana White, Member

www.Realtors Charitable.org

651.776.6000

“I would like to thank the REALTORS® Charitable Foundation for
your generous contribution to support the vital programming
and services that we offer our community. Your commitment
to furthering our mission of revitalizing neighborhoods by
creating and supporting successful homeownership is sincerely
appreciated!”
~ Jason Peterson, NeighborWorks Home Partners Executive Director

realtorscharitablefoundation@spaar.com

@SPAARFoundation

